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number of non-Catholic teachers and, especially, of non-Catholic 
students in Catholic schools has grown. Non-Catholic enrollment has 
increased from 2.7 percent in 1970 to 10.6 percent in 1983. In the 
first article, "The Schools as an Evangelizing Community: Guidelines 
regarding Teachers, Pupils and Parents," the Reverend James Hawker 
examines the nature, mission, and responsibility of the Catholic 
church and discusses things to consider in the hiring of a 
non-Catholic teacher in a Catholic school, criteria for the admission 
of non-Catholic pupils, and topics which should be discussed with 
non-Catholic parents. In the second article, "Religious and Cultural 
Variety: Gift to Catholic Schools," Sister Thi a Bowman stresses that 
the presence of non-Catholics in Catholic schools can help children 
learn about and appreciate other religions and, thus, better prepare 
them for life in a pluralistic, multi-ethnic, mul t i -cultural world. 
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Introduction 



^^^/atholic education and Catholic 
Schools have vcr> lofty goals The Second Vatican Council said then* goals 
include "ensuring that the hapii/cd may grow ever more conscious of the 
gift of faith which they have received that they may learn to adore (hkI the 
Father in spirit and in truth (ct Jn 4:25), especially through liturgical worship; 
and that they may be prepared to lead their personal lives according to a new 
nature, in justice and holiness of truth (Eph i.22 24); so that they may reach 
perfect maturity and make their contribution to the increase of the Mystical 
Body * fiinuissimum frducatumis, J) 

The ultimate goal of our sduxtls is to enable each of the baptized to live to 
the full their baptismal dignity and vocation. Our schools are intended to Ix* a 
setting where the whole person can he educated and formed in a Christ 
center**! world view that will equip them to take an a .five part in the transfor- 
mation of society and the realization of a more peaceful and just world 

In recent years in the I nited States the number of non-Catholic teachers and 
especially students in our schcxris has grown. N on Catholic students have 
increased from 2 in WO to 10.6% in 1983 In the region of the Southeast 
thev make up 16 5% of the student population 

What implications docs this data have for the goals and practice of Catholic 
education in our schools? The phenomenon has happened without a lot of 
conscious thought being given to its ramifications Parents have intuitively seen 
our sc!kx>!s as a plate where pre eminence is given to moral values, discipline 
and quality education and we have accepted and welcomed their children, 
often irrc%pecti\e of religious affiliation. 

Perhaj* in >w is an appropriate time for more reflection on this phenomenon 
anil even tor developing some guidelines or principles that might be appli 
i, able U ff the role » »t mm Catholk. parents, (cat hef sand students in our h W mis 
To spark a dialogue towards this end, we assembled in this publication 
two articles which look at the topic from si hat contrasting points of view 
We are wry grateful to Father James Hawker and to Sr Thea Bowman for 
c< mtnhutmg u > this ctft >rt ami we prayerfully h< i{X' it may be < >t prailical Ixrnetit 
to all in\i)Kt'd in the greai mimsin ot Catholic education 
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s I recall the manv wonderful ex 



perientes of my youth I remember with gratitude my years at Cathedral High 
School in Boston. Cathedral High was much more than a building erf brick anil 
mortar It was a graced environment in which the person of Jesus Christ was 
central and the wonders of His Gospel were shared It was a magnifuant setting 
in which the youthful participants were enabled to understand and appreciate 
the relationship between culture and faith; between faith and life Those of us 
who anended the school, located in the inner -city, were guided to appreciate 
our dignity and uniqueness and to cultivate our lives and talents 

At the time, in the nineteen fifties, thirty Sisters of St. Joseph comprised the 
faculty at Cathedral High There were no lay teachers All of the students, 
coming from a variety of ethnic backgrounds, had been baptized in the Carbolic 
Christian tradition. During the intervening years, however, the composition of 
the faculty and student body has been transformed significantly at Cathedral. 
Presently most of the faculty are lay people. More than fifty percent of the 
students represent religious affiliations other than the Catholic Christian tradi 
tion. 

Although the situation at Cathedral High has evolved over the year> the 
sclux)! has continued to exercise a truly unique and valuable service as an 
educational agency of the Church This is due in large pan to the willingness of 
the personnel therein to consider seriously the mission and responsibility of 
the Catholic sch<x>l in relation to those persons within the school who are 
identified with other religious traditions and to formulate a jxjsition on (he 
matter. 

The experience of Cathedral High Schix>l in BoMon is not unfamiliarto many 
administrators tin the elementary or high school If" el Others haw been 
exposed to a less dramatic transition. Tndoubtedly. still others have dealt with 
the reality of the non-Catholic in the Catholic schcxil for many years 1 nere is no 
doubt, however, that many administrators, whether on the dnxx*san or kxral 
level, ha\e reason to examine thoughtfully the issue under review in this paper 

ftef^fame* Hawker, Director of Religion* Education. Archdiocese Boston, M*vot ltu<*-tt» 
P»M PrcMiknf, \4tionaJ i ojilcrcmc ol IKrctior* n! Religious tiducaiion N< f A 
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and to establish a policy or position in relation to the non Catholic in the 
Catholic school. 

Bef ore we examine the matter of the non-Catholic ir f he Catholic school it is 
necessary to consider briefly three related areas First, the minion erf Jesus 
Christ ifkavnuch as the Catholic school is founded upon Jesus Secondly, the 
mission of the Church since the Catholic school Is an dQtency of the Church. 
Third, the missk >n ot the Catholic school as an educational agency of Clirist and 
the Church. 

Jesus: Sent By The Father 

First, the mission of Jesus Christ The Lt>rd Jesus is the primordial Sacrament of 
the Father. He, by life and lifestyle, word and deed, manifests the Father's 
faithful presence and enduring love Jesus always respects His hearer s free- 
doni. Yet, Jesus urges the person to expand his consciousmrss, to hntaden her 
Ik )ri/4 >ns I le invites the person to he converted, to turn to the Father, to accept 
Him and His message. 
Jesus is the supreme Evangelizer. He proclaims the Good News t>t Salvation. 1 
Jesus is the supreme Catecbist He explains the meaning and ramification* of 
that Good News. 

The mission of Jesus is pastoral. He readies out to the total person wliom He 
meets He speaks to the heart, mind and sou! of the heneficiary of His caring 
presence 

The mission of Jesus is educational. He proclaims a Gospel of peace and 
justice, hope Mii K*y He shares His interpretation regarding the source, the 
meaning and the end of life. He discusses the importance of accepting and 
implementing I Us vision. His values, His convictions, His attitudes. He stresses 
the necessity of cultivating a spirit of unity and service if one is to be HLs friend 
and disciple He teaches the wonder and ramifications of the ineffable gifts of 
Faith, llcjx* and Love- 
Jesus reveals, affirms, guides and lurals. He reveals tlx* love and faithfulness 
of God and in the words Pope John Paul II likes to use "he reveals man to 
himself — shows him his dignity and eternal destiny and the equality of all 
human f vrsons under God Jesus affirms the importance of each and calLs on 
each fodetelop his/lxr gifts. Jesus guides by teaching us how to Ihv and heals 
as the Savior 

The Church: Sent in Christ's Name 

ftjpe John Haul ii, while in Boston, reminded the yi>uth trf America that the 
mission of the Church is pastoral and educational. The responsibility of the 
Church within every ^(e is to ofler a truly Christian interpretation of life and 
reality: to share a Christ like appreciation of the meaning and value of the 
person; to model and exemplify the manner in which persons should live and 
relate Tlx diurch fulfills this ineffable task by accepting, cultivating and 
sharing the Word and Spirit of Jesus Christ. 



The Church as the Sacrament of the Fathers low, and enlivened by HLs 
Spirit, is missioned l>y the risen M>rd to evangelize — announce the Gixxl 
to catechize — unfold ;he message in its beauty and splendor 3 

The Church, as the extension of the risen Lord, is sent to witness and 
prophecy, to be a community committed to peace and justice, to be a people of 
hope a lid joy. 4 

The Church as the Body of Christ is commissioned by tile risen Lord to go 
and teach: to proclaim His vision, to share His values, to celebrate the Mystery, 
to serve the Kingdom 

All the while the Church, like her founder and head, must fulfill a four fold 
pastoral mission. She. too, must reveal, aflinf^guide and heal 



The Catholic School: Sent by Christ and The Church 

As we realize, an accurate understanding of the nature and mission of the 
Catholic scIkkiI cannot be achieved unless we consider the school* relation 
ship to the t isen Christ and the reaching Church 

During the past two decades we who exercise a leadership role in lite 
ministry ot Catholic education have been enlightened and guided, comforted 
and challenged In timely Church documents. They have discussed significant 
issues tliat relate to the nature and mission of the contemporary Catholic 
school The tkxlarathm on Clnistkw Education (196S), The General 
auecbefKdi tXrvctory { !9?1 ), To Teach As Jesus IMd ( 19 7 3), Teach Them 
( 19^6 ) % fix* (Aitbotk School ( 19"^) and The National Catechetical Directory 
i 19^8), lay Cxitixriics in Sdxxik; Wttt:"sses to Faith ( 1982) have assisted us to 
fulfill our responsibility as educational Vaders Hie nature and mission of the 
Catholic school have been described clearly in these documents. They have 
viewed the Catholic schcxd from a healthy contextual perspective and div 
cussed its unique contribution in implementing the pastoral/educational mis 
Mon of the Church 

Heing sensitive to the insights shared in these documents how might we 
describe today's Catholic school? I offer the following statements, each of 
which could lxr expanded significantly, as a partial response to ttiat timely 
question 

• Hie Catholic school is identified with the Church as a structured commu- 
nity. 

• The Catholic school participates uniquely in the pasn inil/educat tonal 
mission ot live Church. 

• The Catholic school is a developing community of Faith, founded upon 
Jesus Christ — His person and message, His vision and values 

• The Catholic sciiooi is an evangelizing community within which the spirit 
of the'Gtftspel is shared and experienced, taught and caught 

• Hie Catholic school is a catechizing community within which the bask* 
teachings of Christ and His Church are shared 

ERJC 8 



• The Catholic scht*>l is a grace-filled setting within which there is a 
synthesis of culture and faith and a synthesis of faith and lite 

• The Catholic sch*x>l is an environmental setting within which spiritual 
U >rmation and growth are fostered by means of liturgical and other prayer 
experiences 

• The Catholic school is started In committed Catholics, whether lay, reli 
gious or priests 

• The Catholic school is staffed, in some instances, by non Catholics who 
accept and strive to fulfill the g*>als of Catholic education ami who partici 
pate in the prayer life of the community to the extent that they are able. 

Each Catholic schtxil is expected to be an exciting environment within which 
Faith manires and develops as the Good News of Jesus Christ is proclaimed, 
lived and shared * 

The success of the Catholic schix>l is dependent, in no small part, upon the 
willingness of the adult participants to i>pen their hearts to the gift of Faith and 
to cultivate that gift day by day. At the same time:, they must share the meaning 
and ramifican* >ns of that Faith with one another and with the students in their 
care 

Those who minister within the Catholic schools should accept and imple- 
ment the spirit of To 7k** As Jesus Did* Each is called to impart the message, 
form community and inspire service- Some will fulfill that responsibility, at 
least in part, in religion class. Others will do so by the manner in which they 
share truh Christian attitudes and values within the context of their classroom 
teaching and personal relationships. 7 

All those who minister within the Catholic schixil by word and example 
assist those in their care to open their minds to grasp Gtxf s truth, their hearts to 
accept God s love, their hands to serve GtxTs poor They guide the young to 
appreciate their lives, cultivate their talents and share their gifts as unique 
persons who haw been and are being loved and liberated by the Ix>rd of life. 
The student can he enlightened and encouraged by the quality of uncondi- 
tional care manifested in the words and deeds, life and lifestyle of die truly 
committed educator in the Catholic school* 



The Religion Curriculum in The Catholic School 

The religion curriculum that is implemented within the Catholic school shares 
the basic teachings of Jesus Christ in a systematic manner The presentation irf 
those teachings may manifest an evangelistic spirit from various points <rf view. 
First, if the student body includes non-believers and religion curriculum is 
concerned with helping them to respond to the signs of Faith or Gt*fs saving 
action ihi their behalf 

In other words, evangelization, in the strict sense, has as its purpose, the 
arousing of the beginnings of Fatih. Secondly, the religion curriculum is 
evangelistic to the extent that it introduces to belivere a particular sign for the 
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first time < n prevents if in such a way that the believer grasps its significance for 
the first tune Thirdly, the religion curriculum is evangelical inasmuch as it 
shares the teachings of Christ to believers and non-believers with enthusiasm 
and toy 

Tlie evangelical dimension of the catechetical enterprise is essential as the 
students within the Catholic school participate in religion class 9 Hie Good 
News speaks to them clearly about their roots and destiny, their meaning and 
dignity, their lives and relationships It offers a vision of life and reality, an 
interpretation of creation and history. Even student within the school should 
he afforded an opportunity of coming to know the person of Christ, the wonder 
of His teachings and the significance of His message 



The Formation of Community in The Catholic Scfayol 

Hie Good News is shared so that it might take root in the lives of the hearers 
and fx* reflected in their attitudes, actions and relationships. If it is to be true to 
its mission the Catholic school should cultivate and manifest the evangelical 
spirit that is proclaimed in the Gospel. Formation of community is in essential 
goal of Catholic education. 10 The Catholic school, as a microcosm of the 
Church, is called to be a truly Christian community —a community of care and 
concern, of respect and reconciliation, of justice and peace. 11 

Students who attend the Catholic schix)! should be assisted to understand 
the nature and to experience the meaning of Christian community 12 Each 
student should be respected as a unique and gifted creation of God. Students 
sh< mid he challenged to view and treat one another as brothers and sisters in 
the bird They sht mid be helped to appreciate that the development of Chris 
tun ci immunity is a common responsibility shared by all who participate in the 
Catholic school. 

Frequent opportunities should be presented for the students to gather for 
prayer, u > celebrate the Eucharist and to participate in programs of rett eat and 
reflection. Hie potential significance of these prayerful moments should never 
Ik* underestimated. It is precisely within these settings that the Spirit of the Lord 
may enlighten the minds, transform the hearts and enliven the spirits of those 
in anendance involvement in these and similar experiences is essential if the 
Cattiolic school is to be an environment within which file Good News is 
announced, accepted and lived, if it lstolxxtimea truly Christian com minify 13 



The Catholic School's Call to Sen* 

Jesus, the Kvangehzer. revealed the love of the Father and announced the 
arrival o! the Kingdom In word and deed. He invited thi>se who would be His 
disciples and witnesses to serve in His name empowered by His Spirit 14 The 
Catholic scht * >1, as an evangelical setting within which the Good News is shared 
and experienced, must challenge its participants to accept the responsibility of 



MiMu llu-\ should lx- reminded it) recogiii/e and a'sjxmd toonc another s 
needs 15 lhc\ inns! tv challenged to look beyond the confines ol the school 
and in disci iter manifestations ol injustice and deprivation within the broader 
tonimumtv Then, as jxtsous who are called to service, thev nuist iesj*Mid to 
these situations to the extent that the* are able 1 * 

It the i jtholu school is u > fulf ill its mission, programs ol service should lx- 
Mewed as intent a! to its res|H»nsihility It the students in the Catholic school are 
to uuorjx irate its spirit and teachings they muM particifxtte actively in these 
pn grains ,\s the programs < if sen ice are made available for the participation of 
the students the adult leadership within the school must ensure that the spirit 

jiiMke that the* ptoclatnt in implemented in the daily lile i*f the school. 17 



The Xon(Mthol?c hi The Catholic School 

Ik-tore the rather complex question ol accepting and mcoqxiraiing the non 
Catholu into the Catholic school can lx* discussed it is imjXTative that the 
nature, mission and responsibility of the school fx- considered The ac 
loiuplishmeni ol thai task requires that the Catholic school Iv viewed in its 
iel.it u >n u » the i .htirch that has Ixvu sent by the risen U>rd to teach all nations It 
follows, then, that the observations shared thus far are an essential introduction 
a> we examine the matter of the non Catholic in the Catholic school 



The t J se of The Term Won CMtho/h " 

IhiougiHMit the paper I shall reler to tlx- m>n Uithohc teacher and student I 
would prefer to eniplov a mote |>osin\e sounding word or phrase to descrilx* 
these jxTsons f. like vou, iccogni/e that they and their religious convictions 
are to ix- tesjxMeil Hence, mv use of the term non 1*1! hoik *' cUx^ not reflect 
an\ lack of resjxM on m\ pan 

When I emplov the term non Catholic in this presentation I am referring to 
IXTsons who are not mcmlx-rs of the Catholic community regardless of their 
relign his aftihath m or lack tlx-ret rf. I realize that there is a significant difference 
Ixi wc vi i non utholii (Jiristtans and Jews. Moslems. Buddhists and turn* 
Ix-liewrs I understand .is well the unique bond that exists Ixtween Catholks 
and n< >n catln >itc i hnstians due to their common acceptance of one Lord and 
one IU|>tism However, the expectations to ix* outlined must be unders!<x>d 
and accepted In e.kh applicant regardless of his or lx-r religious tuckground if 
the Catholic school is to fulfill its mission and purpose 

in considering the topic Ilic Non Catholic in the Catholic School I shall 
dnuk- m\ comments into three pans 

I Hie \<m Catholic Teacher in tlx* Catholic School 

ff I he \on Catholu ftipil in the Catholic School 

HI I1x- \on Catlkthc Haa-fit ami tlx* Catholic School 
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THE NON-CATHOLIC TEACHER 
IN THE CAfHOIJC SCHOOL 



One important question should lx- raised at the outset I 'inliTuh.il o>tnliu< ms 
is a ik hi Ciitlfc ilk applicant hired in preterem e to j i jh\u >ln ' ll w< »uld stvm , all 
things being equal, that a m, h< k >1 would place a prior it\ * m hiring the ( a(tn >lu 
applicant when one considers the nature and purpose ot Oiholk education 

However, sn deciding upon a course of aition in particular cases, the 
person s academic and professional backgrounds as well as h*s or her willing 
ness to aa ept and implement {tie phthvmphv and g< mIs < »t the sclu * H w< >uid t v 
important considerations If tin* schoul is to fulfill its mission, those on die 
faculty must Ik* a* prepared as possible to assist the youth to athlete an 
integration of culture and faith and a synthesis of faith and life 

This having been said, if a non-Catholic applies to each in a (41 tu >hc >cln n A x 
the interview with tile principal is extremely important I Hiring the interne* 
tin? convictions of the applicant must be respected A! the same time, the 
principal should discuss frankly the expectations of the sctnml as far as the 
applicant is concerned If the person is not able to fulfill these expectations 
then he or she should not be hired it wtttjld fx* unfair to the applicant ami to 
the school community if the person were hired 

At the conclusion of the interview the candidate must accept the foil* »\\ ing 
expectations if he/six* is to fx' considered a viable candidate 

• The applicant should undtTstand am! accept the role <>f ihe school js a 
unique pastoral, educational ageno of the Church 

• Tlx* applicant should understand and he w illing to implement the phih is 
oj>hy and goals of tlx* school 

• The applicant shoiiid he willing to Mvnd those liturgies and pian-i 
experiences that are celebrated for faculty growih 

• The applicant sin >uld be willing to participate in in serv ice se*s* mis u >r the 
faculty* intended for spiritual and professional growth 

• The applicant should he willing to attend those liturgies and prayer 
experiences that are celebrated for the growth trf the t< Hal sclu k A c< >mmu 
nhy. 

• The applicant should be willing to mirror the Gospel values in relating t* > 
tlx* adults and students identified with tlx* school 

• The applicant should understand the importance of integrating the tur 
riculum with the Gospel values espoused by tlx* Church and be willing u > 
do so in his/her subject area. 

• The applicant shiMjId understand that he/she will not be expected n > teach 
religion "specially in those areas that require catechetical witness 

There ma\' be other areas that the principal wishes to raise during the 
interview However, the eight that I have listed are crucial. It is obvious that the 
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inter* icw cannot be rushed Ample time must be allotted for the applicant to 
ask questions and/or react to the points discussed by the principal. 

We are aware that there are many outstanding non-Catholics teaching in 
Catholic schools througluwt the IViited States, So many of these wonderful 
persons reflect a deep belief in Gtxl and an exemplar)' identification with their 
religious tradition. They manifest a Christ like respect for life and a truly 
selfless appftweh to the teaching vcxration. Their presence in these sch,>ols is 
enriching and inspiring. Their commitment to fulfilling the philosophy and 
goals of Catholic education Ls truly laudatory. Those in leadership must do 
everything possible to insure that today's non Catholic applicants mirror com 
parable qualities if they are to be hired to teach in Catholic schools. 

If a non Catholic applicant is hired, the principal should assist the person in 
every wav possible It may be helpful to meet with the person again before the 
school year begins— particularly if he/she has run taught in a Catholic school 
previously Hie principal should meet with him/her txxassionally , especially 
during die first few months, for support and encouragement, to offer helpful 
MiggeMK >ns and answer any questions Ai some time during these meetings the 
pruu ipal and teacher might re-examine the issues that were raised in the initial 
interview and disc uss how to approach any aa-as of difficulty in implementing 
them 



THE NON-CATHOLIC PUPIL 
IN rHE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

In this age of ecumenism the contemporary Church can perform a magnificent 
service in welcoming non Catholics into its schools. In doing so, it enables the 
(^thohes to learn about the religious beliefs, attitudes and practices of the 
non Catholics It also assists the non Catholics to understand the religious 
beliefs, attitudes and practices of the Catholic community. At the same time, the 
non Catholic students, like the Catholics, are helped to appreciate their lives 
and gifts and to cultivate their talents and skills. 

An important question follows. When does a sch<x>l choose a non Catholic 
applicant in preference to a Catholic? The answer is determined lot-ally It 
would seem, all things being equal, that a school would place a preference on 
accepting the Catholic applicant when one considers the nature and purpose of 
Catholic education 

Howtr\er, in deciding a course of action in particular cases, tltere are 
panVhiaJ. academic, financial, attitudinai and sociological considerations. 

ParxKbiat all things being equal, it would seem that a parish school would 
place a pri< irity c >n accepting a Cathi >Iic applicant from the parish. Whether or 
not another member of the applicant's family attends the school as well as 
whethei of not the family supports the parish may he important consid- 
erations in selecting Catholic applicants from the parish. 
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Thene may lie instances in which non-Catholic children residing within 
the parish Ixnindaries apply for admission to the parish schix>l. All things 
being equal. I recommend considering seriously the acceptance i>f thesc 
children in preference to Catholics from other parishes. The rationale tor 
this view is that the parish ha* a responsibility towards all persons living 
within its boundaries If the non Catholic applicants aa* black or irther 
minorities there are two additional reasons for accepting them. First, the 
acceptance of these children would be a visible sign of the parish's concrete 
commitment to social justice Second, the incorporation of these minority 
children would not only benefit them but their presence would enrich the 
other children in the school. 

Academic- all things being equal it would scent that a Catholic applicant 
would lx> selected before a non-Catholic However, the Catholic must be 
able to fulfill the academic standards of the school If the Catholic could not 
do so and a non Catholic could, then the non-Catholic might be selected 
provided he/she manifests a responsible attitude in relation to the purpose 
and goals of the school 

Financial — \\ would be unfortunate if a Catholic applicant were rejected 
because.' of his/her inability to cover the tuition However, it may be that a 
non Catholic applicant, who is willing and able to fulfill the academic, 
attitudinal and financial standards will be selected over a Catholic 

AM (mil mil — Those who attend the Catholic school must be willing to 
accept its purpose and goals. If Catholic applicants are not w illing to do so 
they should not be accepted On the other hand, if non Catholic applicants 
are willing to accept the purpose and goals, as well as the itfher criteria for 
admission, they should be accepted. 

Sociological - particularly in urban and inner city settings, the Catholic 
school can perform j valuable service in opening its doors to non Catholic 
blacks and t tfher minorities. I >ue to the tact that many non Cath< die blacks i >r 
other minorities reside within the area tin* school's students population may 
become largely non Catholic. Nonetheless, the Catholicity of the schtx>l 
must be maintained and nurtured. Such being the case, the principal and the 
majority of the faculty should be committed Catholics 

When reflecting upon the question of the non-Catholic student in the 
Catholic sehtx)! one should remember that the Catholic sch<x>l Is called to be a 
community of Faith within which an evangelizing and catechizing ministry is 
being fulfilled. Whether we are cimsidering the presence of Catholic or non- 
Catholic students within the community, the school must he committed to 
being a community, the school must be committed to being a community of 
Faith that evangelizes and catechizes The school is founded on Jesus Christ. It 
is open to and anxious to pnxlaim His Good News. At the same time it is a 
setting within which the meaning and nimific^ions of the Gospel message are 
unfolded, formally and informally, in a structured and unstructured manner. 

° a 
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This lining lieen said. we must acknowledge two other realities when 
considering the nutter under discussion. First, it is essentia! that the hack- 
grounds and experiences, the perse >nal integrttv and religu >us beliefs of all who 
participate in the sehoo! community be respected. Secondly, it is imperative 
tliat the freedom of conscience erf those who are present be respected. VFhile 
the Catholic school is a community of Faith as well as an evangelizing and 
catechetical community it should never he concerned with proselytizing. The 
school should be view ed as a graced environment within which its participants, 
whether Catholic or non-Catholic, are invited hut never coerced to accept die 
Ciood News, to incorporate its spirit and to manifest its value* in daily living. 

The Non-Catholic Pupil: Criteria for Admission 

NoivCati* ilic students who apply to attend a Catholic schiiol, especially a junior 
high or high school, should be interviewed together with their parents. After 
tlie conversation has been completed the acceptance of the applicant will 
depend upon a number of factors. However, as far as the attitude of the 
applicant is concerned, the following six points are extremely important. 

• Hie n< >n Catholic applicant should understand, accept and be willing to 
Mip|x>rt actively the philosophy and goals of the school. 

• "Ilic nc >n Citholic applicant should be willing to relate responsibly to the 
mcmixrrs of the school community, whether adults or students 

• Hie nun Catholic applicant sitould be willing to cultivate his or iier 
person, talents and abilities to the extent that he or she is able. 

• The non-Catholic applicant should be willing to attend religion class. 

• The ni >n -Catholic applicant should realize that he or slw will be invited u * 
attend liturgy at the school and understand the reasons for that imitation. 

• Hie non Catltohc applicant should be willing to participate in programs of 
service sponsored by the school. 

The Non-Catholic Pupil and Religion Class 

'Hie non-Catholic student in die Catholic school slum Id be required to anend 
religion class These classes are an integral part of the life of the schtxil. IXiri ig 
nel igu >n class thi *se in attendance are assisted to understand the basic teachings 
of Christ and the Church The participants may or may not accept the message 
in Faith. Nonetheless, if, due to the presentation offered in class, the Don- 
Catholic students are helped to understand correctly the Catholic teachings 
and to grasp their relationship to life then the sduxri has fulfilled a truly 
ecumenical responsibility. Naturally, the reUghin teacher should he sensitive to 
the ahilitv of the student to understand and be respectful of his/her personal 
religious convictions. 

Three added questions might be raised in relation to this concern. First, 
Should separate religion classes he established for non-Catholic students? My 
preference is that they attend religion class with the Catholic students. The give 
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and lake, views, opinions and questions of all the participants, whether Catholic 
or non Catholic, can he extremely beneficial Within the context of this type of 
sharing and discussion a truly ecumenical appreciation and respect can be 
fostered ft* all the participants. 

Second, if non-Catholics do attend religion class with the Catholics, what 
should he done for them at the time of Sacramental preparation? Separate 
religion classes for the non-Catholic students could be formulated during that 
period immediately preceding the reception of sacraments by the Catholic 
students However, previous to that time my view would be that the non- 
Catholics remain in class with the Catholic students. After all, if the sacraments 
are presented properly they should be viewed as reflecting the caring values of 
Jesus in relation to the life of the recipient. During these presentations tin; 
non-Catholic is assisted to gain insight into the relationship between Sacra- 
ments and life. 

Third, should the religion classes which the non-Catholics attend be viewed 
as catechetics or religious studies? Some believe that the classes for non- 
Catholics must he viewed as religious studies. These persons are convinced 
that religious instruction for non-Catholics cannot be understood as cate- 
chetics 

Their amvictton is based upon the traditional distinction between evangeli- 
zation and catechesis. The purpose of evangelization is described as arousing 
the beginnings of Faith. On the other hand, the purpose of catechesis is to make 
a person's Faith become living, conscious and active through the light of 
instruction Those who question the involvement of non-Catholics in religion 
class stress thai unless they have been evange'ized and possess ihe gift of 
Catholic Faith they are not in a position to he catechized. 

Although ! understand the traditional distinction between evangelization 
and catechesis my position is that the religion class in which the non-Catholic 
participates can be viewed as a catechetical experience My conviction seems to 
be supported by Pope .John Paul li s recent Apostolic Exhortation entitled On 
Oaecbests hi Our Time. 

Pope John Paul I! in Of Cuietbests in Our Time, does discuss the relation- 
ship between catechesis and the initial proclamation erf the Gospel. He states 
that there is no separation or opposition betwen catechesis ami evangeliza- 
tion At the same time the Holy Fatter points out that they cannot simply be 
identified with each other even though th*ry have close links whereby they 
integnfie and complement one another. 

Nonetheless, Pope John Paul does note that tht re are at least four situations 
within which the initial evangelization has often not taken place hefbrc one 
participates in a catechetical situation 1 * One example that he mentions is that erf 
children who have not been baptized and whose parents agree at a later date to 
religious instruction. The Holy Father responds to these situations by saying, 
" This means that catechesis' must often concern itself not only with nourishing 
and teaching the faith, but also with arousing it unceasingly with the help of 
grace, with opening the heart, with converging, and with preparing total 
adherence to Jesus Christ on the part of those wl .are still on the threshold erf 
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faith This concern will in part decide the tone, the language . nd ti» . . .*! at 
catechesis.' ,f 

The insights and observations shared by ft>pe John Paul 1 1 in Of tiuecfresis 
in Oar Time are significant when the participation of the non Catholic in 
religion class is considered. Vthenever non Catholic students, especially non 
Christians, attend religion class in the Catholic school, the catechesis should be 
viewed as evangelistic The catechise attempts to awaken in these students the 
presence of ChkI and HLs call to love; to help them come to an appreciation and 
acceptance of God in their hearts; to invite them to say yes to Christ and His 
Gospel. 

The cateehists should recall the timely message addressed to the youth of 
America by Pope John Paul II when he celebrated the Liturgy on the Boston 
Common. The Hojy Father offered an option to the young people and invited 
them to respond when he Mated: "To each one of you I say therefore: heed the 
call of Christ when you hear Him saying to you: 'Follow me r Walk in my path! 
stand by my side! Remain in my love! There is a choice to be made: a choice for 
Christ and His way of lilt* and His commandment of love . The message of 
love that Christ Immght is always important, always relevant - . . Today I pro- 
pose to vou the option of love If you really acept that love from Christ it will 
lead you to God . . In whatever you do, remember that Christ is calling you. in 
one way or another, to the service of love: love of God and neighbor/* 20 

The catechise is not concerned with proselyttzation, which implies a coer- 
cion to become a Catholic. The task of the evangelizing cateehist is to offer an 
option to the students. Like the Pufie, he or she shares the person and message 
of Christ in the hope that the hearer might respond. Although that option is 
invaluable from the cateehists' perspective, it is simply one option among a 
number available to the students. Some students may choose not to make or 
re-affirm a religious commitment. Others may deckle to accept Christ and His 
message as interpreted by the Catholic tradition Another group may commit 
themselves to a Protestant understanding of Christ and HLs teachings. Whatever 
the response or lack thereof, the cateehist must always respect the right of the 
student to exercise freedom of conscience. 

The Non-Catholic ami The Formation of Community 

The nc m Catholic students in the schtx>l should he encouraged to participate in 
the celebration of the Liturgy to the extent that they ate able. Although these 
young people cannot receive the Eucharist, they can benefit significantly from 
the {lower filled message shared in the Liturgy of the Word. It can assist them to 
reflect upon the meaning and relevance of the visum and values that are 
unfolded in the Gospel. It can remind them of the importance of attitudes such 
as peace and justice, care and compassion, love and hope. It may be catalytic in 
enabling them to cultivate their Faith, their personal relationship to the trans- 
cendent, their sense of responsibility toward others. 

Then too, the non Catholics can be evangelized effectively by the body talk 
and values manifested within the ritual which is a truly religious experience. 
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it follows th.il when liturgies are celehntted there should Ik* a keen sensitiv 
in numfottil t* » the lives, needs and experiences tif the students Hie choice of 
readings. In nins. etc . is extremely important. The setting and mood are vital in 
creating ait atnutsphere m w hich the students are avsisttxl to ope" Incir *™ nJ - s 
and liearts to the presence ot the divine 

I he ihmi Catholic students should attend the para lituiTgical and other prayer 
services that are intended to enhance and enrich the life of the community 
within tin.- school Since these students are an integral part of the community 
their presence and involvement during these special moments i.s important 
and valuable Once again, these experience* pa*sent the students. with an 
« >pj*>rtunitv u i reflect upon their lives, their meaning and their responsibilities 

The Non-Cathtrtic Pupil and The C^ll to Serve 

Non-Call* die students should participate in programs of sen ice sponsored by 
the Catholic scIhkiI Such experiences are catalytic in enabling students, 
whettier Catholic or non Catholic, to cultivate a spirit of generosity and self 
sacrifice while they respond to the needs of others. Then too. any pnigram of 
service sj*»nsoreti by a Catliolic sclux)! sltoulu* include a prayer/reflection 
comi*»nent As the students reflect and pray together these graced moments 
a>sist Catttolic* and non Catholics alike to understand and appreciate that the 
eall to action on hehalt ot others is an integral part of the Gospel message of 
Jesus Christ 



THE NON CATHOLIC PARENT 
AND THE CATHOLIC SCHOOL 

K is imperame that the principal interview non Catholic parents who wish 
their child to fx- enrolled in the Catholic sduxA I Hiring tlx- interview the 
principal is able to explain significant issues that relate to the nature and 
purpi *e 4 A the Catholic schtxil The principals i denervation* shiHild he shared 
tranklv hut with respect tor tlwoMivictums the non-Catholic parents. Within 
the interview process there should be ample opportunity for tlx* parents to 
express tlx-ir views and raise clarifying questions. After the principal and 
parents liave disi ussed tlx* Issues thonxighiy hoth parties will be better able to 
determine whether or ma the child should be enrolled. 

During the interview tlx* parents should he assisted to understand that the 
Catholic school participates in the pastora^educatkMial and evangelizing/ 
catechi/ing mission of the Church. It is intended to he a setting within which 
tlx I it *.pe! < lesus Christ is pn k laimed. explained and experienced. While it is 
true that challenging academic standards, sound study habits and a balanced 
4 -ode m discipline :-re cultivated in the Catholic school, its ultimate purpose 
cannot fx- contained nor adequately explained by these important dimensions 
of its responsibility 
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(Hiring the interview the ntm-Catholic parents should he helped to appre- 
ciate that if the Catholic school is to fulfill its mission responsibility, it must not 
only cultivate and reflect a truly Christian atmosphere but must provide an 
opportunity for every student u> hear and underhand the teachings of Christ as 
unfolded in Scripture and Tradition. 

It is essential that the principal explain the nature and goals of the religion 
curriculum. 11k* ram-Catholic parents may be opposed to their child's attend- 
ing reiigk m classics. They may fear that the youngster will he expected to accept 
uncritically the teachings that are shared. They may presume that the non- 
Catholic student will be coerced into agreement with the message that is 
presented. Since the non-Catholic students will be expected to participate in 
religion class it is necessary that their parents, whether initially opposed to this 
position or not, he assisted to understand the nature and goals of the religion 
curriculum. They should be helped to understand that the religion curriculum 
within the Catholic school is approached on three levels. 

Message The basic teachings of Jesus Christ are presented as under- 

stood and interpreted by the Catholic tradition. 

Value Level • The catechist presents the basic teachings as significant and 
valuable to him or her and invites the students to recognize and appreciate 
their significance and value 

Relational Level The ultimate objective of the catechetical enterprise is to 
assist the student to respond in faith. The achievement of this end Is depen- 
dent upon the grace of God and the openness of the student. 

It is important to describe each of the levels and to acknowledge thai some 
students may never go beyond the message level. The non-Catholic parents 
should he assured that no student will ever be forced or coerced to move 
hey< Hid that level On the contrary, they should be reminded that if the Catholic 
schtK il is it > he faithful to its responsibility the person and views of each student 
must Ix* respected and his or her freedom of conscience pnrtected* 1 At the 
same time, however, participation in the religion class respects the dignity of 
the student as a child of God bv enabling him or her to hear and come to 
understand the basic teachings of Jesus Christ.** 

Two possibilities should be discussed with non -Catholic parents who re- 
quest that their children he accepted into a primary grade. First, non-Catholic 
students in grade two may find it difficult to understand why they cannot 
receive First Communion with the Catholic children. They may be extremely 
unhappy that they cannot do so. Second, although non-Catholic students in a 
Catholic schc joI are offered the option of accepting Christ and His message, it Is 
difficult tor a student on the primary level to recognize and deal with an option. 
In learning ahotit Christ and the Church they, to the extent that they are able, 
may wish to believe in Christ and be members of His Church. Nonetheless, 
although these possibilities do exist, the non-Catholic parents should under- 
stand that these students will he required to participate in religion class. If it 
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seems necessary, however, die parents should he assured that these ytwng 
students, who let id Id he nn mtc vulnerable than those who are older, will not he 
manipulated in any way 

Non Catholic parents should he informed that all non-Catholic students 
within the school are encouraged to participate in the liturgical and para- 
liturgical services that are celebrated for the school community. The parents 
should he helped to understand the nature and purpose of these eelebratkws. 
N< m i >nh do they offer praise to the living God but, particularly as the Liturgy of 
the Word is preplanned, hearers are reminded of God's goodness on their 
Ixrhalf ami invited to respond. Then too, these celebrations are graced mo- 
ments, within which the community within the school is strengthened and 
supported 

The principal should stress to the non-Catholic parems that all students *ho 
attend Catholic school are inspired to serve others. The parents should be 
informed that thfs goal is accomplished in part by the students being exposed 
to an adult leadership that is truly Christian, by their being taught the meaning 
and demands of the Social Gospel and by their Ixring familiarized with the 
manifestation* of insensitivity, inhumanity or indifference that exist in the 
schcxil. tin* neighborhood, the nation and the world. 

I Hiring the interview, the principal should assure the ntwi-CatholIc parents 
that if their child is accepted the youngster will be welcomed as a valuable 
participant within the school community and that his or her conscience will 
always he respected. The principal should acknowledge that the non-Catholic 
students do bring with them a rich heritage and contribute significantly to the 
environment within the schcxil. 

Befoa* the interview concludes another matter should be discussed by the 
principal and the parents. Will the non Catholic pupil be expected to pay a 
higher tuition than the Catholic pupil? If I were dealing with the question, I 
wDuld distinguish between parish schools and diocesan or private schixAs. 
When considering parish schools, it would appear that those who do not 
support the {Wish, whether they be Catholic or non-Catholic, should be 
. expected to pay a higher tuition. In my view, then, the determining factor in this 
instance, is not the religious affiliation or the pupil. Rather it is whether or not 
the pupil's family is supporting the parish. 

As far as diocesan or private schools are concerned, my opinion is that the 
rate of tuition should he die same for all of tin? pupils. I would not expect 
higher tuitions from ram-Catholic student simply because they are non- 
Catholic 

The interview pnxess presents to all concerned an opportunity to examine 
thoughtfully the nature, mission ami responsibilities of the Catholic school At 
the same time it highlights the attitudes that should be accepted by the 
non Cat hi >iic parents and dieir child if the youngster is to be incorporated into 
the community within the school. After the conversation has been completed 
the principal and parents will he better able to determine whether or not the 
child should attend the schcxil. 
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FINAL OBSERVATIONS 



The Schools in Which Most of The Students Arc Non-Catholic 

In most Catholic schools in which there are mm Catholic students they wmild 
he in the minority However, j>articularly in urban and inner city areas, the 
non Catholic students may outnumber significantly the Catholics. Nonetheless, 
the Catholicity of the school must be preserved. The goats of Catholic educa- 
tion, as outlined in To Teach As Jesus CMd, must be implemented. 

In these schools the non Catholic students sin hi Id be required to participate 
in religion class The basic teachings of Christ and the Church, as well as the 
value and significance of these teachings, should be presented. The students 
should be informed that participation in the religion class assists them to 
understand these teachings correctly. 

The teacher should be sensitive to the ability of the students to compre-hend 
the content as well as to their social and religious hackgn Kinds, experience 
and neevls Tlic students should be encouraged to share the views of their 
tradit i< m in relation to the matter under consideration . As is always the case, die 
coascienees of the students must be respected. 

If tlie majority of the students are non-Cztholic it is advisable to conduct 
para-lituigica! services rather than celebrate liturgies. However, on special 
occasions the liturgy migtobe celebrated Then tix>. liturgies a>uld be cele- 
brated especially during A&vent and Lent before or after school and tin* 
invitation extended to faculty' and students to attend. 

The Interview Process for Catholic Teacher/Student Applicants 

Although 1 lutve been considering the non-Catholic teadier/student applicants 
in this presentation, you and I realize that certain Catholic teacher/student 
applicants may mtf be interested in accepting the philosophy, implementing 
the goals or i nc* >rporaiing the spirit 4>f the Catholic sdxx A. Such teing tin* case, 
mam ctf the questions raised when dealing with non-Catholic applicants 
should he discussed with Catholic candidates. 

h is important to raise these questions with non -Cat holies because they, 
coming from other religious 1 1 adit k mis, haw a rfcht to kmw the eXpectatkMis<if 
the Catholic school as far as they are concerned hefttfe the)- commit themselves 
to become active participants within the school On*the otlter hand, appropri- 
ate questtoas should he discussed with Catholic teacher/student candidates to 
ensure that they are applying with the proper attitudes and will strive to lie 
rcspoasihle members of the sctuxd community 
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CONCLUSION 

Tenby's Catholic school is called to fulfill an invaluable functkni within ci>n- 
tempt>rary society. Those who are privileged to exercise a leadership role 
within the scluxrf must create and cultivate an envinmnient within which the 
goals of Catholic edueaikMi can he achieved. 

If the Catholic schixri is to respond positively to its calling, Jesus Christ must 
be recoffiized as the foundation upon which the school rests The Catholic 
schixil must he viewed as a graced environment within which those persons 
who participate in its life are invited 10 perceive and accept Jesus Oittst as Lord. 
If the Catholic school is to fulfill its evangelical mission to participants mast he 
encouraged to incorporate and cultivate the vision and values of Jesus Christ 
and share his forgHttiess, peace and justice 

The nature, purpose and goals of the sdxxil need not, indeed cannot, he 
sacrificed or diluted by incorporating non Catholics into the community The 
sdux>l can and must he a community of Faith in which an evangelizing and 
catechizing ministry is being fulfilled. 

The Catholic school can and must be a truly pastoral setting in which ail of 
the participants — adults and students, Catholics and non Catholics are com- 
forted and challenged, enriched and encouraged, refreshed and renewed, 
strengthened and supported 
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H f tool < 4 niMminm is an es|x>: ully iTrtxal ixxtl t< kU tof$ek fxvaux* natural t « immunities « ft tlx* 
fust luie tk*en neaketxsJ In num milueiHes 7u IVtah A* Jivus /W. para lit* 

"Ihn mghixkk at «» hi men must fx* nioied to Ixiikf lotitnuinttv in all areas < 4 life the% t an » tins 
»x*st if tlk^ !ia**e k-arni*d the meaning omimwiitv rn t'\|x-rui xtug u Tu K\*h AsJt*H* Ikd. 
jura IS 

1s ViC ^ahoix si hctol&an a«ks:Mutek fulfill us etlueafk muI rok- on ttsonn It must lontmualh he 
fed .«hl stimulated In its soutce <rf Jik-. tlx- sating XL\*d of tJirtM as 11 is exjwsseil in Sacred 
Vri'Htire. in tradtfion. espccuUv lauiguai and satrameniaJ tradflkifi. ami ni tlx- lr%c-s ol people. 
\\a* aixl jHescMW. nlk» lx*ax nnnevs ui tlut Wiinf The (jcrtxiik: Sdt*MMi t para <h 

*V hi ackltess nx- as 1eacix*r ai ul i a ml and itftingk etk nagh . k *r that is what I am Htu tf I waslxtl 
\our kTt I niki am Teaclxfr and l^ord - tlxii tou musi wasJi each «nlx-r s feet Vhai I fust did k>r 
*oii nas i4»gi\e \<h» an evamf^c as 1 Iwe iloix*. s*i \ou mttM do h» 1.4.14 IS 

•*Hx- evrx*rx*ruf ol Christian t^tmnmmtv fe-ads ruturalK n> service iJtnsi gj%x*s IlK pe*»pk' 
dtflerent grfbrxn onh kirtlx-niseheshuikjr other*. Each rmisi stfve rlx- < rfher k jt the got nl < if ail 
h» 7ttA/».V.A'sj<* jura JH 

**K.klnal ami eflmic leitsktns and (Hint ionflxis refk\t an ahseixe ol knal and rutkmol 
ionimumn «ar ami e\pkHtainHi <r4 |hkit nattotis- In tlxr nch iHmvMuv tlx- sanx* tra^t lack 41I 
i« Himiutiit% 4 m tlx- internal k hu! k-\el T4ida> silaiholk s*1x*»lmtj*i ri'sjxindtori 
ik^ekiptt^c hi us siink-ms a c» HiimHmei« u » tonmum{(v ami u» the stkTal skills and \1m1res rxreded 
to achx'vv tf ParTkipatuai. k^ether Hi the liturgy and in f^akfurgxal atlrvnies ran effiecmeH' 
losk-r i4Hitmunm a n u nig si nuVihs aixl fataifn- Sirxtr rtx^ Gospel sf^rft is tun- irf peace, hnifhrr 
IvuhI. h»e,|Kttxtxe ami rt-sjxil kir others, a vlnxiJ nkHed in these print rpk-stiugN n»evpkrre 
n^nickxfKii tfs sttwirntV omxxtti kir and skill tn peace- nudur^t and tlx* arfuevenieni <*4 HiMxe 
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f krre u tung pc* i^k* can learn njtcther cil human need*, whether in the parish, the neighbor****!, 
the kical chic community, or the workl and to begin to respond to the obligation of Christian 
service thrnugh Mm action To 7cm* As Jesus Md, para 109 

,r Nince Ktsrrh nivated by the Chmian Meal, the Cathi Ate school Is pafTfcutarfy sensitive to the cafl 
front even pan irf the work! for a mute |ust society, and it tries to make its own contribution 
towards* & oV *> t* * *ti >p at the ci iui^i >us teaching uf the demands < if Justice even in the face i »f 
kical opposition, hut tries to put these demands into practice m its own ci immunitv in the daily life 
<if the set*** The CkubuUc School para. SH 

Ca*dxsx fur Owr Time, hipcjohn Fad II. para 19 

"INd 

"ifcimih til tVtpeJohn Paul II, The Boston Common, October 1. 19^9 

times there are student in Cathotk schools who do not profess the Catholic Faith, or 
perhaps are without am religious kith at afl Faith does not admit of violence; it is a free response of 
the human person to Ood as Ik: re\rab Himself Therefore, while Catholic educator* will teach 
di Ktnnc m i\ mk mmttv with their own religious a mvict kms and in accord with the identity of the 
school, they must at the same time have the greatest respect for those students who ate nut 
CanVOics Ihey should he open at aO times to authentic dialogue, convinced that in these 
circumstance* the best testimony that they cam give of their own faith is a warm and sincere 
anprcoat* m for asm kkt who is honestly seeking God according to his or her own conscience lay 
Ca&akcs mSdbunts Wttnesset to Fatah, para 42 

"Tohegm w*u\ ft is dear that the Chut^ 
tnaiienahk* right <>n the one hand, it is certainly a duty springing from a command given hy the 
Lord ami resting above all on those who in the new covenant receive the caH to the ministry of 
hetflgpastoi* <Xi the <*her hand, one can likewise speak of a right from the thcok*ical point of 
t even fapti/td peram^ 

Church instruction and education enabling him or her to enter on a truly Christian life; and from 
the vtewpttftttrf human rights, every human being has the right to seek religious truth and au^ere 
tu it fteeh , that is to *ay. without coercion t*n the pan of individuals or of social groups and any 
human r* wer, in such a wat xhM in this master of religion, no ttfie is to he forced to act against his or 
her uHiscirtuf **r presented from acting in umformstv to it On C&hecbe&s m Our Time, ftjpe 
>>hn Raul II. para N 
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Religious and Cultural Variety: 
Gift to Catholic Schools 

Sr. Thea Bowman 



JL recall with gratitude (he experiences 
of my youth At the age of twelve I escaped from a segregated public school 
system plagued with poverty, overcrowding, under-staffing and discourage- 
ment to find academic challenge, support and inotivation, tailored instruction 
and an undreamed richness of educational resource, both human and material, 
at Holy Child Jesus Catholic School in Canton, Mississippi. 

The vast majority of the students were Baptist, Methodist, Holiness. There 
were at most two dozen Catholics in a student population of 180. Holy Child 
was a good place to be. We loved our teachers (all white nuns, Franciscan 
Sisters of Perpetual Adoration from Wisconsin) because they had first loved us. 
They worked with our parents. They worked with our families and friends. 
They worked with the Churches to "help us help ourselves." 

For a handful of Catholics, for devout protestants, for the children of a 
.surprising number of ministers, deacons, elders and evangetizers, and for 
children who rarely went to any church, the Catholic School was a graced and 
grace-filled environment. 

We all went to Mass each week, sang in the choir, learned, if we wished, to 
serve Mass (boys only) or to care for vestments and akar (girls only). We all 
prayed before every class. We all studied catechism. With Father Gilbert and 
Father Justin, religion class was a lime to be anticipated and treasured — stories 
of Jesus and the saints, songs and prayers, and Catholic doctrine. Our pastors 
h»ved us. They entertained us as they taught us. 

Some of my friends and schoolmates developed insights and skills ( reading, 
thought, {udgment, song) which enahled them to become young leaders in the 
Protestant churches of Canton. 

I was drawn to examine and accept the Catholic faith because of the day to- 
day 1 ived witness ( Catholic Christians who first loved me, then shared with me 
their story, their values, their beliefs; who first loved me, then invited me to 
share with them in community, prayer and mission As a child I did not 
recognize evangelization at work in my life I did recognize love, service, 
community-, prayer and faith. 

And ntiw 35 years later, among the early students of Holy Child Jesus School 1 
am in touch with Catholic parents and teachers, with Baptist and Methodist, 

Sr nea fknrmtt*. FSPA PbJl, isHmubaat far totcr-Oitan] Awafcam, Diocese of JkJmm. 
MmtmippL Fjcuttf uf Stack Ctffcuttc Studies Program. Xnrtcr Uatvcntty. New Orleans, 
tuuMim 




Holiness and Adventist parents, teachers, preachers, exh<irters t deacons, tnis 
tees and ministers of music. Thirty-five years later, embracing, as we do, a 
variety of religk his traditions, we agree that iiur years in the catholic Sch«iol 
strengthened our faith and enriched our lives. 

At the age of sixteen. I left Holy Child Jesus for high school in Wisconsin 
"lliere I was the only "convert", the only Southerner, the only Black in a totally 
white. Northern. (Catholic school envmwtment. I met high school students, 
young adults, even teachers who nave never worked, played, prayed or even 
talked with persons of other faiths. Nobody seemed to know or care about my 
Black/S>iJt hern/down -honKytft>spel-oriented faith" or inculturatiou I was 
loved and accepted. Still, seemly, I fell very much the outsider That was thirty 
years ago, but we know that in some areas Catholic schools with itomogenct his 
populatkms still exist. 

Fortunately for all, however, an increasing number of children from a wide 
variety' of religknis, cultural, racial, national and sockxreonomic backgrounds 
are now enjoying the advantages of Catholic education. Students, parents, 
faculty and staff from a variety of cultural and religious traditions are often able 
not only to accept but also to support and further the phiktsophy, purpose and 
goals of Catholic educatkm Their presence can only serve to enrich the 
community that is the Catholic School. 

If our children are to be adequately prepared for life in a pluralistic, 
multi-ethnic, multi cultural world, they must learn to understand and appre- 
ciate the basic religkms traditions erf the persoas with whom they live and 
work. Wlien we as Catholic students, parents, faculty, staff, administrators, 
appniach believers of other religious traditions with appreciation and rcver 
ence we realize their faith and faithfulness. We are inspired by their comic- 
Uoav We are broadened by their perspectives and challenged by their ques- 
tkMis. We learn from their religk kis experience. And as we work with them for 
peace and justice, as we c<x>pentte with them in feeding the hungr> *, clothing 
the naked, teaching the ignorant, empowering the oppressed, we truly share 
the Good News of the Kingdom. 

Tlte presence of persons (students, parents, teachers) fawn the variety <rf 
religious and cultural traditkms within the close community of the Catholic 
school can provide for all our children from their earliest years a supportive 
environment in which to grow in mutual understanding as well as the oppor- 
tunity for true ecumenical dialogue and collaboration on an on-going hasi* 1 
The presence <rf persons from the variety of traditkms can challenge us: 

• to he who we say we are Christian — kning, open, respectful < >f persons, 
concerned about the total human community;* 

• to share the light of faith in the mutuality of evangel t/at ion. 

• to clarify our own convictions and committment as Catholics, 3 

• tc i devek f> attitude, 4 appreciatkms ami skills requisite to ecumenical and 
cross cultural communicatum and cooperation. 

If it is to he spiritually profitable, our coming together must be based on the 
rcc< jgnitk hi that all who worship Gtxi, the Greal Spirit, the Creator, the Otte u*bu 
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is above its ail and seek in His name to live good lives can share a faith that is 
deep and life-giving,* that all committed Christians have accepted and share the 
Ckxnl of the Lord Jesus Christ. 

If we reflect together on the specific traditions which we embrace, our own 
ideas, values, and cxmvictkms are clarified, redefined and confirmed; our 
differences are understood; our commonalities are celebrated, and we are 
empirwered for life in an ecumenical age aid a pluralistic society. 

At the 'message level" it is important to provide opportunity for all students 
to learn from religious leaders of many traditions. This would provide oppor 
tunity and encouragement to true ecumenical dialogue as well as opportunity 
for development of the attitudes, insights and skills requisite to such dialogue * 
ilonsider. fi>r example, what we as Catholic educational a immunity might 
learn from: 

• Black American holistic and celebratory spirituality; 

• Asian techniques of meditation and prayer. 

• the Hispanic tradition of home and family-centered religious education 
and celebration; 

• traditional Native American reverence for all creations of the Great Spirit 
with consequent endeavor to learn from and live in harmony with Nature; 

• the Buddhist and Mennonite practice of dedicating one or more years of 
young adulthood to full-time service in monastery or missions; 

• the Muslim insistence upon the relationship erf religious faith and active 
commitment to sociopolitical involvement. 

Consider what would happen if all people of faith were encouraged to 
enrich the religious education and prayer life of the Catholic school commu- 
nity 

The presence of students from the variety of cultural and religious traditions 
challenges us as Catholics: 

• a * free < ourselves from tin? assumption that the Good News is limited to any 
institutional denominational ism; 7 

• to develop a catechesis that is truly multicultural;* 

• to develop a liturgy* so meaningful, so authentically celebratory, so wed- 
ded to reality of life (hat it can communicate to any person of faith; 

• to revitalize our religious educatkm and to speak the Word in language 
that is meaningful and life-giving to all members erf the Catholic school 
community,* 

• to provide liturgical and pataliturgical ecumenical experiences utilizing 
the giftedness of all our students; 10 

• to share and celebrate the religious insights and expressions of ail 
members of the school community; 11 

• t< > free our Catholic Christian teachings from the cultural accretions erf any 
single place or time; 
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• to insure that ritual, gesture, mask , preaching are wedded to the real life 
and culture of all the stutjems; 

• to abandon the Catholic ghetto mentality which sometimes seems to 
4 >perate on the assumption that our faith cannot withstand the challenge of 
dialogue or even conversutkMi. 

If "the Catholic schix>! 9 as a microcosm of tlie Church, is to he a truly 
Christian community — a community of care and concern, of respect and 
reconciliation, of justice and peace Z^* we must 

• avoid attitudes and terminology- which assume the Catholic European 
based position as normative and define the other as deviations from that 
norm (terms like mm-Caihnlk, nothChristkiH, ww-heieit<ers, non-white, 
minuriiy ); 

• learn from the experience of all members of the school community and 
assure to all a role that is truly integral and participatory; 

• devise ways and means to provide the advantage of Catholic education for 
those in most need— the poor, the disadvantaged, the oppressed; 13 

• integrate our schools so that students, teachers, and parents from the 
variety' of racial, rc'igious, cultural, economic and social backgrounds 
might have tlx* opportunity to learn and grow, to work and pray together. 

If we are convinced that ail our students "bring with them a rich heritage ami 
contribute significantly to the environment within the schix>l/ then we are 
bound to give flesh and substance to our conviction 

If alt members of the school community are to recognize and respond to one 
another*' needs and the needs erf the community, schiK)! spoasored programs 
of service must be participatory rather than paternalistic must see the needy as 
brothers and sisters, not strangers or objects of beneficence; must he designed 
to empower the needy to help themselves ami to contribute by their struggles 
and experience to the common good. 

If we are to share the Good News with all our students we must immerse 
ourselves in the multiplicity of cultures which comprise our school popula- 
te ms. We must learn of Black or Native American or Hispanic or Appalachian 
tradition — the language, gesture, song, story, ritual — so as to help all our 
students become comfortable with the diversity they will surely encounter in 
life We must speak the Good News in the rrwidalities they* best understand. The 
active participation and cooperation of parents, teachers, and concerned adults 
from the variety c rf cultural and religious traditions 14 enable the Catholic school 
community to affirm and utilize the special giftedness of all its peoples as they 
work in love and harmony to create a better world 

References 

9 %v muM atriK' u* untlefMaud the <*tfbM)k id <utr separated hrethren Much i> .dun dutch 
required U *r rhi>, .ind sht Rik! he pursued wtlh BdeHfv u > (ruth jutU in a spirit < rf put *1 wilt ikwnwtH 

i innmunrti^ < 4 ihe faithful hjKL *l\x tiding u» the nfxiiflNJfK*p» in which thev lt%e. uke run 
in e* timenk-j! dubigue ami the inher undertakings ft*r the retftmng itf Christian unm 
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tak *t I *-mn si h mid i kidtrf v.. tssist in this cause tn clear h c\plumiigtiH.*(3iuali"stl*KlnmMn its 
eiitirert and fn fostetmg a sunat*le knowkxlge ot **lier cmifessk itts. forth in matters wlkfe tfk*y 
agree w u li the i Jt\u ilu t jith jikI alv > m matters wlvre i!h.*> differ (HfkntJCjtiiximHtii I hn\Tnn\ 

fhW J** 

Cafcnftesi^ ciii fo iwe\ er. u *ster ecunkiusm in a * anerv ttf w avs hv cieark explaining Catholic 
vUmiK- m us cut u en and uorkmg f« >r the retk-wai » il the Omrih ami its niciittiers. In presenting 
information .iKk« <*her i'Jinstians fk»neMt\ and j<ujrj!d\ t avoiding word*, judgments, and 
actions whkh misrepresent their hefkis aikf practices fn touimuiiicatmg ilk' dmne truths aikf 
\.«!ues ( all* ilk > share with otlkT Christians ami pruuu»ttng cootvration in jvofeets for thv 
common good XrttHxuil <A$h\i\tKtil t)mxH*r\\ [xmi ~d 

*Ihm the* i JinMunurfmmmifv sjtould not ivc<Hkvrned«Kilv tor itself ChrtM did not intend ft lo 
lice walled tiff fr«Hii tin* world am nkire (tun ife intended eaeh person to work out his destim in 
isolation from others lidclrtv to tiie will «rf t:hnst pniis His commimifv with tin- toui human 
k.mmumm lluis ilk- mission of tin- ciuitch will show its religious, and bv that %vry tact, tts 
suprif nek tinman eharacter Tu As fnats /W, fxim J*t 

*i athi ilu fk'lief mtxK i* i he explained more pr«rf« mndh and prei iM*h , in ways and in tetiuiiu d 
og\ w hk )( < hit separated brethren u h > can reailv uikkTstand IkxrwtM Ft wwewww. /irirw / / 

•Hiere can lv no ciiimeiisiui worthy of ilie name without a chaise of heart ft* K in Ironi 
» lew m-ss < it art inkk-N Jr« mi x-H denial and unstinted k *e. tlut \ earnings U >r umu take tlkir nseaikl 
grx iw tow .ird maturm "e sh< nild ttKTe(< >m* |>ra\ U » ttn* di\ ine Sj»trit i< tr iht; grave U » Ik; ginuindv 
s<*lt dink tn# humhkvgemk in the sc n kvoj » fthefv. and to haw an atiuikk of brmlk-rK genen ►sin 
t< tu.ird flutn /^m* o« f'cutmftisrti. /hum ** 

*MiIIhh!s <ff |Ktopk arouik! ffn* gkihe folkiw tradituHul MigiiHis, haikkii d«»wii trofn mm* 
immemorial. who*e ntes ami nnffc*s gener:tte atiMm^ them a sihi«<* of M»!kUni\ 

I he ( ail h flu ( luir«h regards tlR* |>ositf\e anil et inching a%«X\ls these religions with honor 
.nul tt-kwuc hi part k ii tar if seanhes Uh nmmutti NhuIs wttfi religiofis siidi as Ihnduisni and 
Hiiddhism 

litis inten*si stn»uld sjhii vatcxhists u» 
\ * Present an m\ urate aecikint « •! tfte essential ek'u tents ot traditional ihhi (Jinstuii relrgnnis 
belief v a> jvn eixixl In tlkir adfkients in tlk* Iiglvt «»t llk*ir irnn teltgkkis et|vrk*tue 
J f Ik^elofi an .*|>|>UM.aic m ot tfk-ir insights and ontfnNitiotis to humanift 
^ i l*rt Hiv tt<- ft nni pn *£\ ts m tlk* cause « 4 |usikv and ]va<e Xiitn»uif tjtiixhttH id I *n\ h*\\ /» 44 

•likewise *ifl«er rdigioiis to he fotiikl txxT\ where sirnv vartoush to answer tile resik*ss 
siMtihnigN (4 the human lk*art In proposing wa\s" wttkh eonsisx ol tea^lung. ruk-s <^ hte. and 
vk feil ierenu mies 

Hie i athiilk t.lunvh reieets n<tfhing whkh is trik* and hiHv in these religions she k»oks with 
sifnere ies|«tsi \ u\\ Ht tin r*e wa\s ol icHkiiki ainJ of life, t In ruk*s aikf teachings whkh. fliottgh 
ififk't ing in mam p.irn* nLtrs fnnn what s|k* Itolifsaik! sets forth. neerftlk > 4ess often refkM a ra\ of 
tlui Tniih whi^h enlightens .ill men Indued. sIk* |^iHlainis aikf must e\et (>niclaim iJirist. tlk' 
w.n, tlk- truth, .md tlk- life f.lohn N^O. in whom nkii fiikl tlk- fullm-ss of Religious lite, and in 
whom (hk! has re* on* iksd all things to tiiiiiselt 

lite C hunh tlk-re!*He has this e\hortat*<Tn for her sons prikkittk and Kiviugh. throtigh 
dialitgue aiKl Ktllafufiaiion witfi the kiJkneers ol otiu*r relrgkms. and in w itness i$ iJiristian faith 
and life aikiktwkvfge preM-ne. aikf pn«iK»te tlx* sfMntuai aikf nutfal goods found among theM* 
fiieii. as uet! as ihe vahk-s m tluir suh1\ ami culture IhxknxitHM o« the Rt4mt(#ktof> t$ tth m 
tXninh ht Vow (3wi\tnm Mi£M#ts^ fntrti H 

7 ln this Uecree, tin* c onncil gtn> Ix^oikl the asMitjon thai the (-atffe»lk duuvh *s tfie true 
cJimefi u i assen that k^us. in His Spirit, is at work ui tfie (liurciies aikf Communities fxnoikl tlk* 
v isihk> I h >rcki^ of tlk-( Jflkflk i Jiurc It. file C -ikuml asserts thai Eielaners in (linsc wh* » are baptised 
are tnilv tefioinaikl iruU * *ur I in if Iters and tlut ikid uses their wtirsinp tosanctih and saw them 
IntnxliiKtu*! 7}m> Ikiytv tut Ktinntitsm. TU' tkx.Umt*H\ uf Vatican ii. IhuU t+vst. p .f IW 

*F*t*f i m 4 ult iiralh Ik h\u tget ks:kts ati-a> aikl p;»rislK*s eatec Ik'sis sf« mki he niuki cultural, in dk' 
sense th.u ail slioiild Ik* t\ I ik at ed to know and reaped otlk-r ciiliutal. rac ial, atk! cihtuc gr<Ki|^s 

*1fk' lan^iageot tin* fxartkulai group should lx* used mthecateclk'sistif itsimMnhers in 4 iust its 
\nc.rfnilar\ . hut its thougta |utferns. cmkuiai k horns, cum* rms and svmtkils { Jtttitetieai materials 
* irtikl Mill its t har.klenstks ami needs Xtttittthil ijinxhttKid Itinxtrtn\ fxmt l l )4 

"In pluming %U>h-<» h«r particular c^ihural.raeial.afklcilMik groups ft is tmportam k> take their 
ikx-cIs. | references, aikf gifts init > acci kint Preparatk m for inter gn mp c\*kwaf n his sfv mid irmihv 
uiufuaJ (>Uuiuug and cif<*rt so tlut all ma% profit from tlk- diverse Imirgkaf heritages XatxuKil 
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" In certain tpeciat ilrcumstances, such as U% prayer services "for unity' and during ecumenical 
gatherings, « ts allowable, indeed desirable, char Catholics should join in prayer with their 
separated brethren Such pra\ers in awnnxni arc certainly a vrry effective means of petitioning kx 
the grace oi unity, and they are a genuine expression of the ties which even now hind Catholics io 
their separated brethren Tkxrte on Ecumenism, pom 8 

"Rev James F Hawker, p. 8 
,v The unfinished business un the agenda of Catholic schools, like many other schools, also 
includes the task of providing quality education (or the poor and uUsauVamta^ged of our nation 
Generous, sustained sacrifice i* demanded of those whom God has fem>red in order to make 
available educational programs which meet the need of the poor to be ^determining, free 
persons in aft areas trf individual and social life To Teach As Jesus Did, para 121 

"On ail levels « if eduction, and particularly on a system-wide basis, Catholic educators should 
icefc actively to cooperate with their public school counterparts and their colleagues in other 
nonpublic schools, sharing ideas, plans, personnel, technology, and tidier resources where 
mutually feasible and beneficial. Hie possibility of institutional cooperation with other Christian 
groups m the ftekl of education should be explored Approached with candor and intelligence, 
t\* iperativc planning need not threaten the tderitky t*r tmiependence of any school system and can 
benefit dl Ta Teach As Jesus (Md, pom IJ6 
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